CHAPTER XI CONTROL OF THE BURLINGTON
' I ^HE struggle for control of the Chicago, Bur-JL lington & Quincy Railroad, which began soon after the acquirement of the Southern Pacific by the Union Pacific in 1901, was one of the most striking and spectacular incidents in Mr. Harriman's career. Possession, or control of the Burlington was desired by two powerful and far-sighted managers, each of whom was striving to strengthen his position, or increase his business, in the great transportation field lying west of the Missouri River. This field was partly occupied at that time by four important railroad systems, namely, the Great Northern, the Northern Pacific, the Union Pacific, and the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy. The first two of these systems, which were dominated by James J. Hill and J. P. Morgan, extended from Lake Superior and the Mississippi River to the Pacific Coast; but neither of them had an outlet of its own in Chicago. The Burlington had its eastern terminus in Chicago, but it did not extend westward beyond Denver. Between that city and the Missouri River, however, it closely paralleled the Union Pacific, and its great network